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Similarities and Differences Between Probation Officer and Forensic Science Technician
Introduction
A Probation Officer is an individual who monitors offenders in order to prevent them from committing new crimes. The probation officer generates reports that are used by the magistrates in sentencing the offenders. A Forensic Science Technician, on the other hand, helps in the investigation of crimes that have occurred through collecting and analyzing physical evidence. The technician either specializes in crime investigation or laboratory analysis 
Similarities Between the Two Jobs
 In terms of similarities, the Probation Officer and the Forensic Technician have both been trained in matters to do with criminality, although on a different scale. They undertake most of the course work in matters to do with criminality together and thus, they are both well versed in this field. Another important similarity between the two professions is on the skills that they possess (Mukherjee & Tiwari, 2019). The probation officers and the forensic science technician both possess knowledge and skills in terms of identifying the behavior of criminals and thus are able to contribute to the apprehension and conviction of criminals. 
The two professions are also similar in that they both provide crucial information that assists in the undertaking of procedures in the criminal justice system. The information that they give enhances the delivery of service in the justice system and this ensures that the dispensation of justice is done in a fair and just manner (Becker & Dutelle, 2018). The information provided by a Forensic Technician can help to determine cases. Similarly, the Probation officer’s records can be used to provide crucial evidence that helps magistrates to determine cases.
Differences Between the Two Jobs
The Forensic Technician works in bringing critical evidence to the court process while the Probation Officer delivers his duties during the period prior to sentencing (Becker & Dutelle, 2018). Thus, the Forensic Technician assists in investigations while the probation officer provides information regarding the offender. Another important difference to note is that the Forensic Technician is highly trained in terms of carrying out investigations as opposed to the probation officer. The work that the technician does requires a lot of critical thinking and analysis as opposed to the threat of the probation officer that mainly deals with analyzing the history and chances of the offender committing the crime.
A Forensic Technician uses highly advanced equipment to come up with a conclusive finding in regard to the crime committed. This includes identification of hair, fibers and tissues necessary in implicating suspects. The technology assists in areas where the evidence may have been missed due to reliance on the naked eye. On the other hand, the Probation Officer does not require the use of sophisticated equipment to come up with his report. The probation officer only questions the offender in respect to his personal life and any criminal record that he may have (Mukherjee & Tiwari, 2019). The greatest weapon for the probation officer is the ability to analyze and assess the offender and thus give out a conclusive approach.
Conclusion
The Probation Officer and the Forensic Science Technician are important players when it comes to the dispensation of justice in the criminal system. The work that they do is important in ensuring that the right people are arrested and charged for their crimes and also given a chance to seek a lesser sentence through the probation process. Thus, the two are important professional jobs in the criminal justice system.
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